By JOHN C. LONG
Courier-Journal Staff Writer
When the Most Rev. Thomas C.
Kelly, Roman Catholic archbishop
of Louisville, arrived to dedicate
the St. Vincent dePaul Center on
South Jackson Street shortly before
11 a.m. yesterday, more than 100
hungry people were already wait-
ing in line for their free lunches.

With brief prayers and the sprin-
kling of holy water, Kelly blessed
each of the two parts of the facility
for the poor for which the St. Vin-
cent dePaul Society has remodeled
the old St. Paul School and the
basement of St. Paul Roman Catho-
lic Church, between Kentucky and
St. Catherine streets,

He first blessed The Ozanam Inn
— the former school, renamed for
Frederic Ozanam, who founded the
charitable society in Paris 151
years ago — as a shelter for people
who have nowhere else to sleep.
Then he blessed The Open Hand,

A time for sharing

The Most Rev. Thomas C. Kelly, Roman Catholic archbishop of
Louisville, talked yesterday with people waiting to receive a free

Archbishop dedicates center for need

the refurbished kitchen and dining
room in the church basement, for
people who have nowhere else to
eat.

Kelly greeted and shook hands
with each of the 210 people in the
lunch line, beginning with those in-
side, then outside and up the steps
and all the way out to the sidewalk
along Jackson Street.

“What's the holdup?” a woman
in line outside asked the archbish-
op, who confessed to being the cul-
prit and went cheerfully on shaking
hands.

“Nice to see you! We're proud to
have you!" he said.

Yesterday's brief delay was the
only one the dedication caused.
Serving the poor at the St. Vincent
dePaul Center would not wait on
ceremony.

The center began serving meals
last October, during construction,
which had begun in May of last
year. Last month The Open Hand

lunch at the dedication of the St. Vincent dePaul Center, a

facility for the needy, on South Jackson Street.

dining room served more than
12,000 free meals.

The Ozanam Inn opened in
March, when the society moved in
25 people that it had housed at a
shelter on First Street. Now 60 men
and women are staying nightly at
the new shelter. As soon as some-
one donates additional beds and
mattresses, the shelter will be
filled each night to its capacity of
74.

The center also needs a copying
machine, office chairs, two food
freezers, a regular-size and a min-
iature refrigerator, a van or station
wagon, wall clocks, pictures, used
TV sets, throw rugs, floor-style coat
racks, asphalt tile, small tables, ta-
ble lamps, exterior signs, an indoor
sign board with changeable letters,
a 16mm movie projector, a small
safe, a filing cabinet that locks, a
deep-fryer — and cash, said Joe
Slone, the center’s community rela-
tions director.
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By DARLA CARTER
The Courier-Journal

The Society of St. Vincent De-
Paul is nearing completion of a
sprawling, Shelby Park center for
women recovering from drug and
alcohol abuse.

The building, covering more
than 8,000 square feet at Jackson
and East St. Catherine streets,
should be ready for a grand open-
ing in October, which is slightly
behind schedule, said Mary
Schuver, a society spokeswoman.

When construction began in De-
cember, the society thought work
would be completed this summer,
but unforeseen delays slowed
down Waldrip Construction Co.,
Schuver said.

“It's been a very wet spring and

even a very wet summer, and
that's delayed the construction
company a great deal,” she said

‘There also were some building-
permit delays and the legal ramifi-
cations wrapped up in dealing with
14 parcels of land.”

Several dilapidated homes were
torn down to make way for the
center. It will replace the St. Jude
House at 703 E. St. Catherine St.,
where the society operates a recov-
ery program for about 15 women.

The new center will offer several
advantages, Schuver said, includ-
ing the space to serve 30 women
That's twice the capacity of St.
Jude House, which typically has a
waiting list of four to 15 women.

Stephen F. Williams, the soci-
ety's director of programs, said the
néw center probably will reach ca-
pacity within the first few months.
The Healing Place is constructing
a shelter at 16th Street and Broad-
way to operate a similar program,
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soon in Shelby Park

which should help meet the de-
mand.

Williams said rampant cocaine
use is driving the need for such re-
covery programs. A 1997 survey by
the Coalition for the Homeless
found that crack cocaine was the
No. 1 drug in use among female
respondents.

Similarly at St. Jude, Williams
said almost every woman has had
experience with crack, whereas al-
cohol abuse used to be more com-
mon. “It's a very addictive sub-

Williams said of crack. “It
ates faster than some other

rug:

Staff members say the center
will be a drastic improvement over
the aging St. Jude House, fash-
ioned from two adjoining shotgun
homes,

“There’s tarp on the roof, and in
some of the rooms, the ceiling is
threatening to fall in,” Schuver
said. “There's leaks when it rains.
We'll be glad to leave it behind.”

Program manager Sarah Tucker
said the maintenance problems
have been an unwanted distrac-
tion. She spoke as buckets filled
with rainwater in her office.
“I'm looking forward to being
able to spend more time counsel-}
ing and serving the clients rathel
than keeping the building togeth-|
er,” she said. “We're looking t
have more staff too, and that will
certainly be more helpful to the)
residents.”

The new center will be a two|
story building with an enclosed|
courtyard, 24-hour staffing an
closed-circuit television monitor
ing.

Anyone interested in contribut{
ing may call the society at 584
2480.

Homeless-family building to open

St. Vincent dePaul Society’s new apartment building for home-
less families will formally open at 10:30 a.m. Monday. The 3-story
building is at 1015 S. Preston St, and has 12 one-, two- and three-
bedroom apartments. Paul Willenbrink, executive director of the
said families are expected to stay from

Expgcted guests at Monday’s opening include U. S. Rep. Romano
Mazzoli, D-3rd District; the Most Rev. Thomas Kelly, archbishop of
Louisville; Mayor Jerry Abramson and Jefferson County Judge-

A $90,000 grant from the city of Louisville paid for the land for
the apartments. Construction costs of $460,000 were paid with
corporate, foundation and individual donations and a $100,000
loan from the Kentucky Housing Corp. The society also operates
an emergency shelter for homeless men at 1034 S. Jackson St., a
rehabilitation program for alcoholic women at 703 E. St. Catherine
St., and a thrift store at Floyd and Market streets.
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By Arza Banett, The Courier-lournal
President Bush and Paul Carmony shared a laugh after Bush presented a Volunteer Service Award to Carmony on the tarmac
ay. Carmony helps out at St. Vincent de Paul’s Clothes Closet.

Catherine and Clay streets stipulat-
ed it be named St. Jude House, after
the patron saint of hopeless causes.
It will have room for eight women
besides Bette, the resident manager.

‘Two years ago, Bette left Eastern
State Hospital in Lexington with two
changes of clothes and a $5 bill.

When she hit Louisville, “there
wasn't anyone more hopeless than
me,” she says.

But she enrolled in the program
at Jefferson Alcohol and

“I've never been so broke in

garbage bags Says.
stuffed with linens, clothes and rugs, all my life, but I've never been hap-
a trash can filled with tubes of pier.”
toothpaste and bars of soap, small ~ Bette is 46. She says she started
pleces of furniture, bedraggled drinking after her divorce 15 years
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g™ Messrs. W. & D. S. Pistt of this city have
presented to the St. Vincent de Paul Society a box
of shoes to be distributed to the poor the ap-

proaching winter.
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Hruska and other
members hope people will be able
to find those bargains at the store’s

new, 10,000-:
which oper
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tomorrow at 1029 S.

Preston St. in_the Shelby Parl
neighborhood. Tomorrow the store
will'be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,

Hruska said. Its regular hours will
be 9 am. to 4 pm. Mondays
through Saturdays.

The society owns the new loca-
tion, which replaces a 3-year-old
store in leased space at 1034 E. 4| donations are tax-deductible.  soup kitchen on South Jackson.  nated items sooner because volun-  store, she said.
Oak ther thrift store is at
248 E. Market St.
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Brenda Stillwell rolled a rack of clothing into the showroom at the new St. Vincent dePaul Soclety thrift store last week.

Hruska said the directors moved “There are a lot more people teers from other St. Vincent pro- Profits from the store support
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