
By JESSICA ABLE
Record Staff Writer

Children served by the Soci-
ety of St. Vincent de Paul now 
have a new facility where they 
can gather after school to eat a 
snack and get help with their 
homework. 

The new 11,500 square-foot 
Family Success Center on South 
Preston St. officially opened at 
the end of September and serves 
as an after school youth devel-
opment program in the Smoke-
town neighborhood. The center 
is open to children Monday to 
Thursday from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

The renovated building is 
housed in the former St. Vincent 
de Paul Thrift Store, which re-
located to Dorsey Plaza earlier 
this year. The total cost of reno-
vations was $1.2 million, all of 
which was privately funded, 
said Linda Romine, the society’s
director of communications. 

By MARNIE McALLISTER
Record Assistant Editor

Rebecca Culver, a catechist at All Saints 
Church in Taylorsville, Ky., believes that 
each person has the power to help others. 

She’s been doing just that for the last 
three decades, teaching religious education 
since she was 18 years old. Now she’s been 
honored for it.

This fall, Culver and 23 other volunteer 
catechists from around the United States 
were named outstanding catechetical min-
isters.

The distinction is presented annually by 
CATECHIST Magazine and the National 
Society for Volunteer Catechists. Culver and 
the other honorees are featured in the Octo-
ber issue of CATECHIST Magazine.

She was also recognized by her parish on 
Catechetical Sunday and at the Archdiocese 
of Louisville’s annual Catechetical Minis-

try Celebration last month. The archdiocese  
also recognized more than 80 other cat-
echists during the celebration. (See story on 
page 9.) The formation of catechetical min-
isters is one of the more than 100 services 
supported by the Catholic Services Appeal.

Art Turner, the Archdiocese of Louis-
ville’s director of faith formation, said volun-

teers such as Culver — and the nearly 2,000 
other catechists serving parishes in the 
archdiocese — are “crucial for the church.”

That’s because “teaching — and the con-
cept of teaching — is ultimately about pass-
ing on the culture from one generation to the 
next,” Turner said. “Catechists are passing 
on the Catholic culture. They are providing 
a lens, a way to look at the world for people 
of hope, for people of justice. 

“They are role models and mentors of 
prayer,” he added. “We say parents are the 
first teachers of the faith, but we have a lot 
of parents for whatever reason who can’t 
model the faith for their children. Their cat-
echists might be the only person modeling 
their faith for them.” 

Diane Black, who nominated her for the 
honor, said Culver is an inspiration to cat-
echists, parents, students and parishioners 
at All Saints. 

“She is extremely devoted to her own 
formation and that of the children in our 
parish,” said Black, the parish’s director of 
religious education (DRE). “She’s mentoring 
one of our new catechists this year and she’s 
encouraged our catechists” to enroll in the 
archdiocese’s catechist formation classes 

By GLENN RUTHERFORD
Record Editor

Grace Akers worked with 
abused, battered and neglected 
children for two-dozen years 
when she was with the Ken-
tucky Cabinet for Health and 
Family Services.

And during her years there, 
she came to be familiar with the 
work of St. Joseph Children’s 
Home, how that once-upon-a-
time orphanage had become 
successful in placing children 
with those very same issues into 
foster homes or, in some cases, 
back with families who have 
conquered their demons — ad-
diction, PTSD, whatever.

So when she became aware 
of an opening for the execu-

tive director at St. Joseph’s, she 
thought it would be a natural fit.

“I received an invitation to 
interview and knowing that I 
loved what I did, and that I’d 
continue working in child wel-
fare, I took the chance,” she 
said in a recent interview at the 
Frankfort Avenue facility.

Now she’s glad she did.
Akers officially retired from 

her state job on July 31 and 
began her new position at St. 
Joseph’s the very next day. In 
other words, she hit the ground 
running.

The former orphans’ home 
now provides three services for 
children. There’s the residential 
program that can house as

Akers retired from the state Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services in July and now is 

executive director of St. Joseph Children’s Home

Record Photo by Glenn Rutherford

St. Joseph Children’s Home Executive Director Grace Akers, left, and the 
home’s Director of Development Andrea Pridham, stood near the construc-
tion site for four new cottages on the Frankfort Avenue campus. The cot-
tages will house children in the home’s residential program.
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Middle school students practiced a step dance in a class Oct. 27 at the Family Success Center, located on the Smoketown 
campus of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.
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“Not only are we 
helping to keep 
a roof over their 

heads and provide 
food, but we are 
playing a part in 

their education.”

—Kendra Oatis, former St. 
Vincent de Paul Louisville 

FSC Program Manager


