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10-Year-Old Collects 1,021 Coats for Homeless

akenzie Smith, a little girl with a big heart, has done it again. For the past 
three years she has organized a coat drive for the homeless. Last year, 
Makenzie collected 368 coats. This year, she more than tripled that effort, 

collecting an amazing 1,021 new and gently-used, warm winter coats and jackets for 
men, women and children. There were so many donated coats, in fact, that the Smiths 
had to borrow a 38-foot trailer to deliver them to St. Vincent de Paul. For more photos 
of Makenzie helping distribute the coats to our St. Vincent de Paul clients, see page 4.

Above: Makenzie (center, back row), delivers a trailer full of coats to St. Vincent de Paul the day after 
Thanksgiving. Also pictured are her parents, Carrie and Kevin Smith, brother Hayden, 7, and sister 
Delaney, 5. The Smiths are members of St. Mary Navilleton Catholic Church in Floyds Knobs, IN.
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By Laura Albovias

From the Gospel of Matthew: 

“Now after the wise men had left, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the 
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, 
and remain there until I tell you; for 
Herod is about to search for the child, 
to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother by night, 
and went to Egypt, and remained there 
until the death of Herod.”

magine that some disaster or 
danger forced you to leave your 
home in a hurry. 

How would you pack up your family? 
What belongings would you take? 
Where would you go? 

Most of us have the resources to go 
to a safe place where we would be 
cared for – a family member’s house, 
a hotel. If we couldn’t take everything 
we needed, we’d just go to Target or 
Walgreen’s and get it. Or maybe loved 

ones would loan us what we needed 
– money, a car, clothing. And even 
though it may be difficult, we can 
eventually get back on our feet.

Resources can be external like a job 
or a car, or they can be internal like 
knowledge or self-esteem. 

But what about people with little or 
no resources?  What happens to them 
when tragedy strikes? If there are no 
supportive family members, no money 

to shop at Target or rent a hotel room, 
what do they do?  

They can turn to St. Vincent de Paul. 

We can provide a safe place to stay, a 
meal, or a change of clothes. We can 
educate them about their options and 
refer them to partner organizations 
for additional assistance. 

We can believe in them when they 
can’t believe in themselves.  

Your continued support is vital in 
helping us serve those who are seeking 
safety. 

The time, talent, and money you 
donate enable us to keep people 
protected from many types of harm. 
On behalf of those who are forced to 
“flee by night,” thank you for what 
you have done, thank you for what you 
will do.  

Laura Albovias, M.Div., is the director 
of programs for St. Vincent de Paul, 
Louisville.
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Scripture Reminds Us to Believe in Those Who Have Lost Hope

FROM ALL OF US,
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Santa Shop, to 
those of you who made generous year-end contributions, and to 
the hundreds of volunteers who have been so gracious in sharing 
your time to help us serve others. A very special thank-you to Paul 
Carmony, who once again led the charge in organizing our Dec. 13 
Santa Shop. We couldn’t do it without him.

Even in this tough economy, you have stepped up to the plate to 
help the ever-growing number of men, women and children who are 
facing job loss, evictions, hunger, and the inability to provide for 
themselves and their families.

With gratitude,

The Staff at St. Vincent de Paul
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More than 450 hungry people 
showed up at St. Vincent de 
Paul’s Open Hand Kitchen on 
Thanksgiving Day, eager for a 
festive holiday meal.

The appreciative men, 
women and children were 
not disappointed. Roasted 
turkey, ham, sweet potatoes, 
cornbread, and all the 
trimmings were served to our 
guests at tables covered with 
colorful tablecloths and flowers.

One man was so enthused about 
the food that he jokingly asked 
if his grandmother was back 
in the kitchen, lovingly fussing 
over the home-style dishes 
being cooked.

Thanks to chefs Mike and Zelda 
Southers, and to the team of 
volunteers who served, and 
countless donors who stepped 
in to contribute everything from 
frozen turkeys to fresh baked 
goods. 

Grateful Guests Enjoy Holiday Meal

By Eleise Passafiume

Happy New Year!

Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
January 23, 2010.

You are invited to an Ozanam 
Orientation. The orientation will 
provide an insight into the mission 
and vision of Blessed Frederic and 
St. Vincent de Paul. 

Patrick White, a trained formator, 
will help you discover and/or 
rediscover the vitality and rich 
history of our Confraternities of 
Charity. 

We invite you to be a part of our 
lifelong process of developing our 
Vincentian identity.

Upcoming Awards 

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, St. 
Vincent de Paul Conference, will 
host the induction ceremony 
of new Vincentians on Sunday, 
February 7, 2010. 

We will further celebrate by 
recognizing Vincentians who have 
exemplified the words of Frederic 

and Vincent through their actions 
and acts of charity toward the 
poor. 

The Top Hat Award, the Vincent, 
and Ozanam Medallions are honors 
that acknowledge the spirit and 
the service of our peers.  

What a perfect time to initiate 
and welcome new members by 
distinguishing those among us who 
embrace the Society’s core values. 

I hope you will show your support 
by attending this extremely 
important event within our 
Vincentian family. 

Reservations are required. Contact  
Eleise Passafiume at 502.301.8693; 
or Donna Young at 502.301.8688; 
dyoung@svdplou.org. 

NEWS AROUND CAMPUS...

Last fall St. Jude Women’s Recovery 
Center hosted a graduation ceremony for 
seven courageous ladies who successfully 
completed the program. 

The women are: Eva Kasidiaris, Melissa 
Dittmer, Kristal Hunt, Ruby Taylor, Crystal 
Bennett, Tondra Leslie and Tammy Ross.

Congratulations to all of you as you begin 
the promising next phase of your lives.

*

Thanks to Jim Young and the maintenance 
crew for their recent repair work on 
the concrete steps outside the Open 
Hand Kitchen’s exit door and volunteers’ 
entrance.

They did a great job. The steps are not 
only safer, but they also look like new. 

*

Did you know that you can donate your 
used cell phones to St. Vincent de Paul?  
Our Thrift Stores collect them and then 
submit them to a recycler for parts. 
It’s another simple way you can help us 
raise much-needed funds to help in our 
mission of service to the poor.

Exciting New Year for Vincentians
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SVDP TRUCK WEEKENDS:

Please plan ahead to bring us 
your gently-used household 
items, home décor, clothing 
and other goods to help fill 
the shelves at our four  
Thrift Stores.

Jan. 23-24, 2010 

St. Bernadette

6500 St. Bernadette Ave.

Prospect, KY 40059

FOR MORE INFO:

For the latest news and 
updates about what’s 
going on at St. Vincent 
de Paul, don’t forget to 
bookmark our website: 

www.svdplou.org.

1015-C S. Preston St. 

Louisville, KY 40203 

502.584.2480 www.svdplou.org

Coats Provide Comfort and Warmth to Clients
Against a backdrop of dropping temperatures and increasing need from people seeking help with 
rent, utilities, food and clothing, St. Vincent de Paul gave away hundreds of winter coats to 
the homeless and working poor one afternoon last month. Makenzie Smith and her family were 
on hand to help clients find the perfect coat, from parkas and jackets to fleece vests. More 
than 750 coats were given away in less than 24 hours alone. The remaining coats were quickly 
snapped up by grateful clients who came to St. Vincent de Paul in search of help and hope.

Many men, women and children, such as these 
clients pictured above, were all smiles as they 
proudly showed off the free coats they chose 
for themselves.


