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Grateful for the Gift of Grace, Client Persists at Job Hunt

ohnny Fontaine, 48, is like a lot of middle-aged men right now. Despite a college education 
and lengthy work history, he has been trying unsuccessfully to find work in one of the 
toughest job markets in decades. “I’ve never seen it like this,” he says of the economy.J

A client in St. Vincent de Paul’s Follow-Up Program for 
the past two years, he previously was a resident at our 
Ozanam Inn men’s shelter. Now stable, sober and in 
recovery from alcohol and substance abuse, Fontaine is 
desperately trying to get back into the workforce.

“I’m blessed,” he says, referring to his Old Louisville 
apartment, city-wide bus pass and $200 in monthly food 
stamps. “I have it better than a lot of people. I know 
that.” A look of frustration crosses his face. “But I’d like 
to be able to pay my own rent, buy my own food—maybe 
even buy a car again some day,” he explains. “I want to be 
productive, to be part of a team again…to be normal.”

A DeSales High School graduate, he went to college with 
dreams of becoming a lawyer. “But here I am, 20-some 
years later, without a job, penniless...It makes you 
realize how your life would have been different if you 
had made different choices.”

Although he was a good student and had never been in trouble, at college he started using 
drugs and alcohol. As a result, he spent the next 27 years in a cycle of uncertainty: He never 
had trouble getting a job; the problem was keeping it. Occasionally, he was homeless. “I’m 
tough. I was born and raised in New York City,” he says. “But I wasn’t tough enough for being 
on the streets. It was scary.”

In the past 10 years he has worked at a printing company, an employment agency, University 
of Louisville offices, and in ticket sales for a local arts group. Among the job skills he lists are 
organizational and administrative tasks, and proficiency in telephone systems, graphic design 
and computer programs like Microsoft Office Suite and Adobe Photoshop.

Fontaine, unmarried and with no children, has sent out hundreds of resumes in the past two 
years. He follows up by phone and e-mail, and has had a few face-to-face interviews. In an 
attempt to troubleshoot his approach, he has even called back some of the human resources 
contacts who turned him down for jobs, asking them for advice on how he could improve. 
The answer is always the same: Potential employers have told him there are simply too many 
unemployed applicants for every available position, he says.

He vows not to give up until he succeeds. “There are days when I get discouraged and 
stressed out,” he says. “But God’s grace and the grace of St. Vincent de Paul keep me going. 
I just keep pushing myself and asking myself, ‘What can I do better?’”
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On the Ground

Signs of the presence of our generous donors can be 
found all across St. Vincent de Paul’s campus.  The 
daily support we are able to provide our clients as they 
work toward a life of independence is the direct result 
of the ongoing financial sacrifices made by our donors.  
Similarly, our on-campus 2010 summer camp for 
children simply would not have been possible without 
the help of the Community Foundation of Louisville, 
the people of St. Edward Parish or the employees of 
Measured Progress.  And the contributions made to the 
Open Hand Kitchen and the donations dropped off at 
our thrift stores help support the daily operations of a 
campus that serves as home for over 200 men, women 
and children each night.

Each month on these pages we share with you 
profiles of our clients who are the direct recipients 
of your generosity.  Hopefully we are successful in 
communicating the truly inspirational nature of their 
individual stories, illustrating their deep commitment 
to breaking the vicious cycle of poverty.  Through the 
pursuit of education, a good job or development of 
additional skills, they are focused on making a better 
life for themselves and for their families.  

Our campus is a very busy place each day as life skills 
classes are held, meals are served, shelter is provided 
and one-on-one case management support is delivered.  
We invite you to come by for a visit and a campus tour 
to see your generosity in action.  In a very direct way 
you have made it all possible!

Naughton is the Associate Executive Director of    
St. Vincent de Paul l Louisville

Summer Fun and Learning

Project Possibilities a Huge Success

In its first summer, our “Project Possibilities” summer day 
camp for children of our clients exceeded all expectations.

Led by instructor 
Beth Borgemenke and 
overseen by SVDP case 
manager Robin Wickham, 
the enrichment program 
offered kids the chance 
to have fun as well 
as keep their minds 
engaged in learning. 

That was a goal of the 
program, to prevent 
the “brain drain” that 
can affect kids during 
summer vacation.

Reading, writing, social skills, cooking and gardening were 
enjoyed by about a dozen children in grades K-5. 

The camp was held every day from 9am to 3:30pm on the 
St. Vincent de Paul campus. Twice a week, the children 
prepared breakfast and lunch for themselves. 

Weekly field trips to museums and parks were also popular 
with the kids as well as their adult chaperones. Caring 
volunteers, especially the team from St. Gabriel Catholic 
Church, made a lasting impression on the children. 

“The program was awesome,” says Wickham. “Every time 
I worked with the children, they were extremely happy 
and engaged.”

The educational outreach would not have been possible 
without several key contributions. The program was 
funded by a grant from The Community Foundation of 
Louisville. Employees at Measured Progress purchased all 
the necessary supplies, and Wallitsch Nursery donated 
plants for the children’s garden.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this worthwhile 
effort. We look forward to another great summer camp in 
2011!

Florist’s Online Program Benefits SVDP

Nanz & Kraft Florists, a popular chain of area floral 
shops, has included St. Vincent de Paul in its new 
Helping Hands online giving program. Helping Hands 
was created earlier this year to help local nonprofit 
organizations achieve their fundraising goals, according 
to David L. Kraft, Nanz & Kraft vice president. 

Here’s how it works: St. Vincent de Paul will receive 
a $2 donation from every Internet order placed at 
Nanzkraft.com, when you select us as the recipient. 

So, remember us the next time you 
send someone flowers! 

Bookmark this web address:  
www.nanzkraft.com. 
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Kroger Cards Help SVDP

You can help support the programs at St. 
Vincent de Paul every time you shop at 
Kroger, using special gift cards available 
through our office.

These $25 gift cards 
can be used at any 
Kroger cash register 
for groceries, fuel and 
even at the pharmacy. 
St. Vincent de Paul 
receives 4 percent of every purchase you 
make with these cards.

To “recharge” your gift card (add more 
money to it), simply tell the cashier 
BEFORE your order is rung up that you want 
to add money in any amount, up to $500, 
to that particular Kroger gift card. Then 
pay the cashier for that amount using cash, 
a check, debit card or credit card. After 
the cashier adds the funds, you can pay for 
your groceries with your “recharged” gift 
card.

You can recharge your card as often as you 
wish, at any Kroger store.

This is truly a card that keeps on giving. 
The money you are already spending for 
groceries will help St. Vincent de Paul at 
the same time. 

Order yours today! 502.301.8695.

In preparation for obtaining his GED, St. Vincent de Paul client Greg (left) 
is tutored by Brother Boniface, who visited our campus this past summer.

Tutoring for Life

Education is an important part of the process for many of 
our clients, who are either moving from homelessness to 
independence, or trying to rebuild lives derailed by poverty, 
addiction or other life circumstances.

Greg (above) is one of those clients. Formerly homeless, he is now 
50 years old and realizing he needs to complete his high school 
graduation equivalency exam if he wants to improve his life.

Brother Boniface, one of three men from the Dominican House 
of Studies in Washington, D.C., spent the summer ministering to 
people in our care. Known as a physics buff, Boniface helped Greg 
conquer his fear of math—specifically, of fractions.

“He’s come a long way from being homeless and a guest at Ozanam 
Inn men’s homeless shelter,” says Brother Boniface. “He’s learning 
not only fractions, but also the skills necessary for independent 
living. He’s learning to be in charge of his own life.”

Although fractions are important, basic determination and self-
discipline are more so, Boniface explains. “These virtues are 
difficult to obtain and cannot be purchased or donated, but without 
them one can never hope to be in control of his life. 

“Tutoring has, therefore, been as much about teaching discipline as 
fractions. My student must build up the ability to forego immediate 
gratification and do math homework, as much as learn formulas. 
That skill will be as useful as the GED diploma itself.”

Greg agrees. “It’s been slow,” he says, “but I’m getting there.”

This article includes excerpts from an entry Brother Boniface wrote for 
SVDP’s blog, On the Ground. You can read more posts, including those of 
his colleagues, Brother Paul and Brother John, at www.svdplou.org.

LAST CALL for 
Raffle Tickets!

$25 each for a chance 
at $5,000!

Winner will be drawn 
Sept. 13 at the Golf 

Scramble, but you need 
not be present to win.

Call 502.301.8695
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SEPTEMBER 
EVENTS

Sept. 7-12

SVDP National Meeting

New Orleans

September 12-13

7th Annual 

St. Vincent de Paul Golf 
Scramble and Auction Event

September 25

3rd Annual 

Friends of the Poor Walk 

Sept. 30
St. Francis Xavier RCIA-

Orientation and SVDP Tour

Our Thrift Stores trucks 
will be at the following 
churches this month:

Sept. 11-12

St. Rita

8709 Preston Highway

Sept. 18-19

St. Michael

3705 Stone Lakes Dr.

1015-C S. Preston St. 

Louisville, KY 40203 

502.584.2480 

www.svdplou.org

Farm-fresh Produce Donations a Welcome Treat
Jack Koenig (right), a retired physician, 
is an active volunteer at St. Vincent de 
Paul. He often appears on the doorstep 
of our Open Hand Kitchen bearing  large 
quantities of food, such as frozen meats 
and fresh fruits and vegetables.

This past summer, Koenig made at least 
three deliveries of produce from Gallrein 
Farms, his neighbors in Shelbyville, Ky.

In all, he brought us more than 3,000 
pounds of farm-stand goodies, including 
ripe cantaloupes, peaches, as well as 
bulging boxes heaped with string beans, 
and mounds of mesh bags stuffed with 
tassled ears of corn.

Barry Sturm, our Open Hand Kitchen 
manager, says the fresh produce is a rare 
treat for our guests. “They get excited 
when they come through the line and see 
fresh produce,” he says.

Because canned goods and other off-the-
shelf ingredients form the basis of many 
soup-kitchen meals, the luxury of fresh 
sliced fruit, slow-simmered greens and 
straight-from-the-field corn often bring 
back warm memories for people who eat 
in our kitchen, he says.

Often, they share memories of better 
days, before poverty or homelessness. 
They share memories of growing up in 
the country, or of times when they had 
ready access to such food, he explains.

We are thankful for Gallrein Farms’ 
generosity, and for all the volunteers 
who help us provide a taste of home to 
people in need.

In the alley behind the loading dock of our Open Hand 
Kitchen, Jack Koenig unloads a box of melons from 
his truck. He has picked up and delivered more than 
3,000 pounds of produce to us this summer, courtesy 
of Gallrein Farms in Shelbyville, Ky.


