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Keeping the Holidays Bright for Our Clients

           s the first winter chill sets in, there’s 
a joyful feeling of expectation for volunteers 
and staff at St. Vincent de Paul. Despite the 
current economic crisis and hardships faced 
by so many of our clients, the spirits of the 
men, women and children who find help here 
seem to brighten. Smiles and expressions of 
gratitude tell us they are happy with blessings 
great and small—and that they are hopeful 
that better times are ahead.

Plans and preparations, which begin each 
year in the fall, intensify as December 
approaches. The week after Thanksgiving, 
SVDP’s conference room in the administration 
building becomes the staging area for our 
biggest outreach of the season, the annual 
Santa Shop. (This year it is Dec. 12.) Donations 
of new toys, clothing and gifts for children and 
teens pour into the room by the bagfuls. 

Traditionally, throughout the month, we 
receive unexpected deliveries—i.e., a box 
of new stuffed animals from an anonymous 
donor; a dozen large laundry baskets filled 
with nonperishable food from a group of local 
office workers; and generous gifts of cash, 
given to help fill gaps where most needed. It is 
a true community partnership, as we strive to 
offer some form of assistance to the hundreds 
of poor families who have turned to us for help.

Each year dedicated teams of volunteers 
“adopt” shelters and supportive housing 
programs on our campus, offering residents 
special meals, informal parties and simple 
gifts. Gail Graves, an active member of 
Little Flock Missionary Baptist Church in our 
neighborhood, looks forward to her ministry 

team’s annual holiday event at our St. Jude 
Women’s Recovery Center. 

Home-cooked food including turkey, greens, 
corn, sweet potatoes, rolls and desserts are 
lovingly prepared by church members and 
served in St. Jude’s dining hall. 

“I think they definitely appreciate it,” Graves 
said of our clients. “They really express that 
with a lot of enthusiasm. We’ve met a lot of 
nice women there, and we always pray with 
them. We have fellowship and food, and we 
feel very spiritual about being able to do it.”   

At Simon Hall, St. Vincent de Paul’s house 
for homeless men with disabilities, Boy Scout 
Troop #71 from Epiphany Catholic Church has 
typically pulled out all the stops. Last year the 
troop, led by Roger Dospil, cooked and served 
a turkey supper to the residents in Simon 
Hall’s dining room.

Afterward, the boys entertained the men with 
Christmas carols and “corny skits” that had 
everyone in stitches, said Ed Wnorowski, SVDP 
executive director (also the troop’s advisor). 
“The guys loved it,” said Renee Yates, Simon 
Hall’s program manager. “They really got into 
it, laughing and having a great time.”

In years past, the Dixie Kiwanis Club has 
thrown a pizza or chili party for residents 
of Tranquil House, our supportive housing 
apartments for homeless single men and 
women with disabilities. Cake, cookies and 
ice cream are added treats. Last year, each 
resident also received a gift card to Wal-Mart.

(Continued on next page)
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Among the other Catholic and ecumenical church, civic 
and student groups reaching out to our clients last 
year was St. Vincent de Paul’s St. Luke Conference. 
Their members served a festive supper at Roberts Hall, 
which offers dorm-style housing for homeless women, 
including those with physical or mental disabilities. “The 
ladies loved it because it was a big, old-fashioned meal 
with turkey, ham and all the fixings,” said Roberts Hall 
program manager Kay Redfern.

Another conference, St. Michael’s, 
extends holiday cheer to the 
homeless men who seek emergency 
overnight shelter at our Ozanam 
Inn. Many of these men are truly 
alone and living on the streets. 
Each year our volunteers give each 
man a new backpack filled with 
useful necessities such as toiletries, 
new gloves, socks and underwear, 
and snack foods. “It’s a big deal to 
them,” said Cory Bledsoe, Ozanam’s 
program manager. 

“For a homeless person who has to transport all their 
possessions with them wherever they go, having a new 
backpack is something they really need and appreciate 
getting.”

Christmas Dinner is another welcome comfort for the 
Ozanam “overnighters,” as they are known. Last year, 

our Open Hand Kitchen served about 350 hot holiday 
meals at noon on Christmas Day to our shelter guests 
and members of the community. This Christmas, the 
number of people served is expected to increase.

Children also hold a special place in the hearts of our 
volunteers. Mary Ruckriegel, a member of St. Albert the 
Great Catholic Church, was part of the team who hosted 
last year’s Christmas party for women and children living 
in our De Paul Apartments.

“Last year was my very first year, and I just 
really, really enjoyed it,” she said. The group 
brought three car loads of presents. “We had 
clothing and toys for every single child,” she 
said. Church members also made ham, turkey, 
salads and desserts to serve. 

“We even had containers for (the women) to 
take leftovers back to their apartments,” she 
said. “They were just very, very happy—and so 
appreciative.”

Her husband, Jim, and their 14-year-old accompanied 
her on the outing. “My son made the comment that 
‘they look like everybody else,’” she said of the poor 
families they’d helped. The observation reinforced a 
simple truth, just as important during the holidays as it 
is the other 11 months of the year. 

“They are just like everybody else,” she said.

(Continued from front page)
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Thanks, Yum! As part of their yearly October campaign against world hunger, Yum! Brands shared 
goodwill — and good food — with St. Vincent de Paul. Members of the company’s executive team cheerfully 
worked the serving line in our Open Hand Kitchen one evening, where guests were treated to hearty dinners of 
KFC chicken, mashed potatoes, green beans and coleslaw. Pictured (from left) are: Anne Byerlein, Chief People 
Officer; Emil Brolick, Chief Concept Officer, Long John Silver/A&W; Chris Campbell, Chief Legal Council; Jonathan 
Blum, Chief Public Affairs Officer; Rick Carucci, Chief Financial Officer; and David Novak, CEO and Chairman.

Eleise Passafiume Retires After 14 Years with SVDP
Eleise Passafiume (left), who had served as Director of Conference 
Affairs and Volunteer Support, has retired after 14 years of dedicated 
and creative service to St. Vincent de Paul.

“Eleise has, indeed, left her mark in enumerable ways and will be 
missed,” said Ed Wnorowski, executive director of SVDP. “Please 
extend your wishes for a fruitful and fulfilling 
retirement to Eleise.”

Donna Young (right), Eleise’s administrative 
assistant, was promoted to Director of 
Conference Affairs on Oct. 1.

“Having worked with Donna for two years I am confident that she will be an able 
replacement and will be bringing her unique style to the new responsibilities,” 
Wnorowski said. “Please extend your congratulations and support to Donna in her new 
role with St. Vincent de Paul.”
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502.584.2480 

www.svdplou.org

If you have ever wanted to do your 
part to help in St. Vincent de Paul’s 
mission of service to the poor, why 
not take a minute and consider  
these ideas?

Go to our website and 1. 
make an online donation. 
On our home page,  
www.svdplou.org, you’ll 
see a colorful round 
“Donate Now!” button 
on the right third of the 
screen. Click it to make a 
secure gift in any amount. 

Donate furniture, household items in good condition and new or gently 2. 
used clothing to one of our four area Thrift Stores. You’ll find a list of 
locations on our website. If you have large items, call us to schedule a 
pick-up: 501.589.7837.

Purchase 3. Kroger cards as stocking stuffers 
for all the loved ones on your Christmas 
shopping list. The $25 gift cards are 
redeemable for groceries, fuel or pharmacy 
purchases, and the cards are renewable at 
all area Kroger locations. To place an order, 
call 502.301.8695.

Purchase special $5 4. Meijer Gift Cards at the Westport Road location in 
Louisville. These cards, available at in-store displays, are part of a program 
that provides funds for us to help stock our food pantry shelves. Meijer 
will also contribute $100,000 among all participating food pantries.

Remember St. Vincent de Paul when honoring loved ones who have 5. 
passed away. Consider making a donation in memory of someone special 
as a way of sharing their compassion for the less fortunate. Please call 
502.301.8695.

When ordering flowers online through 6. Nanz & Kraft Florists, please take 
note of their Helping Hands Program. Simply click on St. Vincent de Paul 
to be the charitable organization that will benefit from this giving program: 
www.nanzandkraft.com.

Help us spread the word about St. Vincent 7. 
de Paul’s good work in helping the poor and 
homeless. Join with others by logging into your 
Facebook account and becoming a Friend of 
St. Vincent de Paul Louisville. For frequent, 
daily updates on what we’re up to, follow us on 
Twitter@svdplou. Links to both sites are also 
available on our website: www.svdplou.org.

CREATIVE WAYS TO GIVE THIS SEASON...


