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Educational Efforts Are An Effective Tool in Helping to 
Break the Family Cycle of Poverty for At-Risk Children 

St. Vincent de Paul | Louisville, KY

If You Need Help: (502) 301-8697

To Schedule a Pick-Up of Your Donations to Our Thrift 
Stores: (502) 589-7837

To Make a Cash Donation:
(502) 301-8682
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Information

“Did you know a frog can grow legs?!” That was the incredulous reaction from William, 
a second-grader, doing his homework one recent afternoon. 

Science book open, pencil gripped tightly in hand, he dili-
gently completed a worksheet while snacking on barbecued 
potato chips and chocolate milk. 

Across the table from him, his older brother Keith (pictured 
below) completed a reading assignment in one of his text-
books. When Keith had questions about the material, he 
asked their tutor for help.

“These are really good kids,” said Easter, the retired school 
teacher who has been helping children in St. Vincent de 
Paul’s family apartments since the beginning of the 2010-
2011 academic year.

Through a partnership with Jefferson County Public Schools 
and St. Vincent de Paul, children who have been affected 
by homelessness receive free tutoring to help improve their 
study and comprehension skills, and to keep the students 
on track in spite of the challenges that often affect families 
living in poverty.

This is the first year SVDP has participated in the program, and it is paying off. Five children, rang-
ing from second-graders to eighth graders, have shown im-
provement at school, both in terms of better grades and in 
overall engagement with learning.

Volunteers often assist Easter in helping the students, who 
gather in their study room on the third floor of DePaul Apart-
ments, every weekday afternoon except Friday. In addition to 
completing homework assignments, the children get excited 
about sharing ideas. 

One child asked for Easter’s help in choosing a science proj-
ect, while another basked in the nurturing approval she re-
ceived after reading aloud one of her stories.

“I love to write,” Lilliana (pictured above) said. “Writing is fun.”

Editor’s Note: One of our clients is a gifted writer 
who submitted this poem to the Good Samaritan on 
the 1st anniversary of the January 12, 2010 earth-
quake that killed more than 300,000 people.

BLESS THE CHILD IN HAITI

Our ‘Mother-Earth,’ forsaken queen,
Some kind of scary, shaken scene,
Port-au-Prince is falling down,
There is no shelter to be found!

With stars and teardrops in their eyes,
Children lie beneath the sky.
Singin’ I love you and you love me too!
It was all they had, it was all they knew!

Livin’ on the sky, they say,
Good Lord help us through the day!
Give us hope, let us pray,
Bless the child in Haiti!

Day after day goes by,
Still, the tears fall from their eyes.
Day after day without enough,
But they got tough and they stood up!

They share the songs of Wind and Rain,
That bring to life the season’s change,
And mask the haze of mortal man, 
Carbon footprints in the sand!

Livin’ on the sky, they say,
Good Lord help us through the day!
Give us hope, let us pray,
Bless the child in Haiti!

– “Aloysius Love”
Pen name of St. Vincent de Paul resident and poet

 

Volunteers and visitors who are interested in learning 
more about St. Vincent de Paul’s mission and service 
opportunities are always welcome on our campus.

Among the recent groups serving dinner in the OHK 
were Marcia Baker and Kathy Wirtzberger (above, 
from left), two members of the International Facility 
Management Association (IFMA).

Over the Christmas holidays, many students stopped 
by St. Vincent de Paul. One group of students from 
the University of Notre Dame (below) spent the bet-
ter part of a cold winter’s day on campus, taking the 
time to chat with clients and listen to their stories over 
lunch. 

If you are interested in visiting St. Vincent de Paul, 
we’d love to have you! 

Please contact Donna Young to schedule a tour: (502) 
301-8688; dyoung@svdplou.org.
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5 QUESTIONS: Norman Brown 
Our New Open Hand Kitchen Manager
1. How old are you? 36 

2. Where are you from?
Monongahela, PA--a small 
town about 20 miles south of 
Pittsburgh. One traffic light 
and a McDonald’s; that’s 
about it. (Super Bowl-winning 
quarterback Joe Montana 
from the San Francisco 49ers 
went to my high school.) 

3. Family? Married, two 
children.

4. Your goal for the Open 
Hand Kitchen? 
To give restaurant quality 
food to the homeless and 
needy. Just because they 
don’t have money doesn’t 
mean that can’t eat good, nu-
tritious home-cooked meals 
made from scratch every day. 
It’s a great feeling to give 
back to the community that I 
now call my second home.

5. What else should we 
know about you? 
I’m a huge Pittsburgh sports 
fan. Love my Steelers, Pen-
guins and Pirates. I also like 
to fish, hunt, cook and spend 
time with my family.

.

NORM’S CHICKEN 
TORTILLA SOUP

Ingredients:
6 tablespoons vegetable 
oil
8 corn tortillas (roughly 
chopped)
6 gloves of garlic
½ cup fresh cilantro
1 onion chopped
1 can of diced tomatoes in 
juice (lbs.)
2 tablespoons ground 
cumin
1 tablespoon chili powder
3 bay leaves
6 cups chicken broth
1 teaspoon of sea salt
½ teaspoon cayenne (or 
smoked chipotle, for less 
heat)
5 skinless boneless chick-
en breasts (cooked) or any 
leftover chicken
 
Directions:
1. In stock pot, heat oil. Add tortilla, cilantro and onion. Sauté until onions 
become translucent, and then add garlic.

2. Stir in tomatoes, and then bring to boil. Add remaining spices and 
bring to boil. Reduce to medium, simmer for ½ hour, then pull out bay 
leaves. Add in chicken. Serve with extra chopped tortilla strips, a dollop 
of sour cream and sprinkle with chopped cilantro. Serves 6.

if you’ve been considering a gift to St. Vincent de Paul and want your donation to help fight hunger, now is your chance.

This is the 14th consecutive year that the Feinstein Foundation of Cranston, RI, will divide $1 million among anti-hunger agencies 
nationwide, using it as a spur to raise funds during March and April 2011. 

All donations made to St. Vincent de Paul through this challenge will be eligible for a portion of the $1 million grant. Last year, 
the Feinstein challenge raised a record $1 billion for more than 2,000 agencies in the United States. Awards ranged from $250 to 
$40,000 per agency.

Please join in this challenge by earmarking your check to St. Vincent de Paul for the National Campaign to Fight Hunger. For more 
information, visit: www.feinsteinfoundation.org. For more details on other SVDP donation opportunities, contact Nancy Naughton at 
502.301.8682.

IN MARCH AND APRIL, MAKE YOUR CASH DONATIONS GO FARTHER 

The St. Vincent de Paul campus is home to both individuals and 
families looking for help to break the cycle of poverty. Our adult 
clients work hard each day, in conjunction with their SVDP case 
managers, to move forward by improving their personal skills, 
gaining an education and working toward affording a place of 
their very own.

Our programs extend beyond our adult clients because the ef-
fects of poverty impact each member of a family. Currently, 20 
children reside on our campus each night. This number will grow 
to more than 70 children with the completion of our family apart-
ments, which are currently underway.    

Children who have experienced the homeless condition require 
specific attention to maximize their personal and academic 
success rates. The Metropolitan Housing Coalition reports that 
only 37% of homeless third-graders are proficient in reading 
skills, versus 67% of all third-graders in Jefferson County Public 
Schools. 

Not surprisingly, the problem continues to grow as a child pro-
gresses through their schooling. By the eighth-grade, reading 
proficiency has diminished to 30% versus 62% for all JCPS 
eighth-graders. Math proficiency exhibits a similar pattern.  

Here at St. Vincent de Paul, our goal is to ensure that our young 
residents have the best possible chance at success. As you 
will see in this issue, we have partnered with JCPS to provide 
out-of-school academic support. The initiative has been very 
successful, based on the academic performance of the children 
living on our campus who have been participating in the after-
school tutoring sessions.

Additionally, we will again hold our Project Possibilities program 
to provide academic and enrichment activities throughout the 
summer for our SVDP children.

If we can successfully intervene in the cycle of poverty for just 
one generation, the long-term impact is significant and long last-
ing.   

On behalf of all the families and individuals we are able to serve, 
we thank you for your ongoing commitment and support.

ON THE GROUND

Nancy Naughton
Associate Executive Director
St. Vincent de Paul | Louisville

PROJECT POSSIBILITIES
2011 Wish List

 • Notebooks
 • Pencils
 • Crayons
 • Markers
 • Poster board
 • Glue
 • Children’s scissors
 • Craft supplies
 • Tissues
 • Hand sanitizer

To make a cash donation, please contact 
Nancy Naughton at (502) 301-8682

nnaughton@svdplou.org.


