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Mary Alice Lawler, a fourth-grade teacher at Our Lady of 
Lourdes School for 42 years, passed away last August at the 
age of 78. As part of her estate, she left over $7 million dollars 
to local organizations, one of which was St. Vincent de Paul 

Louisville. Ms. Lawler’s generosity is moving and comes at a 
time when new programs can greatly benefit from this gift.

Ed Wnorowski, Excutive Director/CEO, was quoted in The 
Record as saying, “This generous gift came at a very opportune 
time. Because of the shut down of the thrift stores, we had a 
huge loss in revenue last year. This will allow us to breathe a 
deep sigh of relief to get us through COVID, to be able to do 
additional good works in the community.”

We are eternally grateful and her gift will have a lasting 
impact on those we serve.

We are excited to bring back 
Roses & Rosé this year on May 8 
at Porcini Restaurant. Our choice 
of restaurant for the event was 
purposeful with safety in mind 
and to comply with CDC and 
state guidelines. Restaurants, and 
especially Porcini, have shown us a 
clear record of experience in safely 
providing a fine-dining experience. 
As a contingency, we are prepared 
for an all-virtual event this year. 
Please follow our website for the  
most up-to-date information or 
send an email to Abigail Costello 
at acostello@svdplou.org.

The event will offer a curbside to-go meal option along with a virtual 
program. Whether you attend in person or virtually, you will have the 
opportunity to purchase tickets for a chance to win one of the fun raffle 
packages! Additionally, we will now include a new option to buy a nice 
meal to deliver to the many mothers on St. Vincent de Paul Louisville’s 
campus.

This is a wonderful opportunity for you to share in the reward that 
comes from knowing you’re helping the thousands of men, women and 
children served each year by St. Vincent de Paul’s shelters, recovery 
programs, supportive housing programs, out-of-school time program-
ming, and the Open Hand Kitchen.

Photos from 2019 Roses & Rosé by Andrea Hutchinson, courtesy of The 
Voice-Tribune. Top photo: Susie Conley, Sandy Woods, Cory Knepp, Judy 
Buckman and Debbie Sussman. Middle photo: Sarah Friedman and Melanie 
Anderson. Bottom photo: Jennifer Porter, Linda Bush, Leigh Graf, Tonda 
Drinkard Helton, Jennifer Porter, Jasmine Drinkard and Vonda Drinkard.

Roses & Rosé Tickets On Sale Now

BENEFITING
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL LOUISVILLE

Celebrating Mothers
Saturday, May 8, 2021

Purchase Tickets Here!
bidpal.net/2021rosesandrose

A Teacher’s Gift  
to St. Vincent de  
Paul Louisville



Our Mission
St. Vincent de Paul Louisville 
partners with individuals and 
families in crisis and helps them 
navigate a path to stabilize their 
lives and reach their full potential.
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Permanent Housing Programs (All 
scattered site, all on-campus apartments 
except Tranquil)

• 273 people have been served since 
January 1, 2021

• We served 46  families and 94  
individuals

• We served 110 children
• 57% of exits were positive
• NOTE: Our positive exit destinations 

have dropped because we are back 
at the beginning of the year and not 
very many people have exited. This 
outcome will go up over the course of 
the year.

Ozanam Inn Shelter 
• 109 men have been served since 

January 1, 2021
• 4 people exited to stable housing
• NOTE: Our housing outcome was 

effected by the COVID-19 outbreak at 
the shelter in February. 

VA Program
• 37 men have been served since 

January 1, 2020
• Since January, 71% of men served 

have exited to permanent housing

Tranquil House 
• 11 people were served since January 

1, 2021
• 67% increased or maintained mental 

health services
• 45% got a new resource in the 

community from their case manager
Family Success Center – NTI (Non-tradi-
tional Instruction)

• 34 children have been served, 
average daily attendance is 15

• 90% of participants are up to date 
with their assignments. When NTI 
support started the first week in 
September, only 2 participants were 
up to date on assignments.

• 86% of students increased or 
maintained their grades. 

Mental Health and Substance Use 
Program (Clinical Services)

• 461 people have been served to date
• 143 Crisis have been resolved since 

January 1, 2021 with a 97% success 
rate

• 97% of participants in individual 
counseling report making progress on 
a therapeutic goal

 – 2021 –
St. Vincent de Paul Louisville by the Numbers 

January–February

Grab your favorite beverage and join us for our next Virtual Tour de Change. This is 
a great way for you to learn about St. Vincent de Paul Louisville and our programs and 
mission, all from the comfort of your home or office. 

Our next tour is scheduled for May 19th at 12 pm. We will meet on Zoom and 
you’ll hear from our staff about the impact of our work, as well as take a virtual tour of 
our campus. 

To attend the virtual tour, go to svdplou.org/events or contact Jon Wysong at 
jwysong@svdplou.org or (502) 301-8695.

We look forward to seeing you and sharing  all the great work we’re doing. 

Join Us
for a Virtual

Tour de Change
May 19 at 12 pm



The pandemic has put a stop to all but the most necessary volun-
teer opportunities on St. Vincent de Paul Louisville’s campus. We 
miss seeing the serving teams in the Open Hand Kitchen each day. 
We miss the school groups that volunteer to clean up campus and 
donate food and time to the Food Pantry. Our Food Pantry is vital 
to closing the food gap for our clients and community. Due to the 
dedication of volunteers, old and new, our Food Pantry has remained 
open during the shutdown.

We are forever grateful to all our volunteers, past and present, and 
are hopeful that one day in the very near future we will return to 
normal and more volunteer opportunities will be available. 

If you would like  to become a volunteer, keep an eye on our 
website for upcoming opportunities or get in touch with Donna 
Young at (502) 301-8688 or dyoung@svdplou.org. 

April is National Volunteer Month

Success Stories 
Tom had been living in Simon Hall for 

many years when he received word that 
we were closing the facility. Tom has a 
disability that makes him vulnerable to 
suggestion and exploitation. He depends 
on friends and family to get some daily 
tasks done but for the most part is able 
to live independently. While his case 
manager was working on a housing 
plan with Tom, he disclosed that he had 
been drugged and assaulted multiple 
times by someone who he thought was 
a friend. The case manager contacted 
Matt Weaver, Associate Director of 
Clinical Services. The case manager and 
Matt collaborated with our partners 
to get Tom to a treatment facility for 
his drug use (some of which had been 
coerced and some of which was helping 
him cope with trauma.) Once Tom 

exited treatment, he went to a hotel and 
then to a safe facility at St. Vincent de 
Paul Louisville where we will continue 
working on his next step for housing. All 
services and next steps were tailored to 
help Tom maintain sobriety and stay safe 
from his alleged perpetrator. 

With a 90-day deadline looming, 
Sheila was struggling to find housing 
that accepted her voucher. Many 
landlords refuse housing vouchers or 
their rents are far too high for someone 
on a housing voucher. Luckily, she 
had the support of a case manager that 
helped her find an apartment. Sheila 
was so excited and couldn’t wait to get 
out of emergency shelter, where she had 
been living for six months, and into a 
place of her own. Sheila was waiting on 

the landlord to send paperwork back to 
SVDP but her Housing Specialist had 
not received the paperwork. Her case 
manager jumped in to help her commu-
nicate with the landlord and SVDP staff. 
It turned out the landlord had rented the 
unit that Sheila had applied for. Now she 
was back to square one and was feeling 
really overwhelmed. She had two weeks 
left to find a place and every landlord she 
called either charged too much rent or 
didn’t have an open unit. Her case man-
ager started calling landlords too and 
found her an apartment. Then her case 
manager contacted other SVDP staff to 
accelerate the paperwork process so that 
Sheila met her deadline. Sheila has been 
in her place for almost 2 months now and 
she enjoys having coffee in her kitchen by 
herself every morning.



St. Vincent de Paul Society 
$10,000 and above
Mr. Patrick J. Crowe
Mr. and Mrs. John Higgins
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Howard
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Romero
Mr. William Weaver
Mrs. Jean B. Zehnder

Frederic Ozanam Society 
$5,000 to $9,999
Mr. and Mrs. P. Thomas Bizzell
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Blandford
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Carrico
Mr. and Mrs. Michael C. Hagan
Mrs. Suzanne Higgins
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Leff
Mr. Carl B. Ratterman Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Barry S. Stevens
Mr. John Taylor
Mr. James L. Thompson

New Beginnings Society 
$2,500 to $4,999
Mrs. Deirdre Baliban
Mr. Joseph R. Bell Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Boggs
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Buckler
Mrs. Carmel Fargen
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Fitzgibbons
Ms. Peggy Gribbin
Deacon Scott and JoAnn Haner
Dr. James I. Harty
Mr. and Mrs. Carl G. Herde
Ms. Kelly M. Just
Mr. and Mrs. David Lemley
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Meyer
Dr. and Mrs. John Morris
Mr. James O’Connor
Mr. and Ms. Frank G. Otte
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Patterson

Mr. Russ Read
Mrs. Denise R. Rice
Ms. Mary Jane Smith
Mr. Robert Steele
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Sternberg
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Stich
Stock Yards Bank and Trust

Hope Society 
$1,000 to $2,499
Mr. and Mrs. Jim L. Abel
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Alvey Jr.
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Atz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael G. Ayers
Mr. Corey Ballard
Mrs. Emily J. Barker
Dr. and Mrs. Donald W. Bennett
Ms. Colleen M. Boeckmann
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. Bonn
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Bowles
Mr. David H. Burruss
Mr. J. Patrick Byrne
Col. and Mrs. William Camp
Ms. Marie Louise Coppinger
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Corsi
Ms. Betty F. Courtney
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis L. Coyne
Ms. Meryl F. Craig
Mr. and Mrs. Don L. Crenshaw
Mrs. Virginia R. Croket
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Devereaux
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Ehnes
Mr. Stuart Eisenback
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Emrich
Mr. James F. English
Mr. Richard Flaherty
Mrs. Jean Frazier
Mrs. Sarah Friedman
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard J. Fussenegger Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Geiger
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Graas
Dr. and Mrs. Lyle Graham

Mr. Jeremy Grimes
Dr. and Mrs. John J. Guarnaschelli
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hagan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hanks
Mrs. Jeannie Hannan
Dr. Juliana Hayden
Mr. John Hays
Mrs. Heichelbech
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Higgins
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Albert C. Horton
Mrs. Theresa Jensen
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Jhoslien
Mr. Richard W. Kaelin
Mr. Donald Keefe
Mrs. Donna G. Koenig
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Koetter
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Korfhage
Mrs. Ruth Kramer
Mr. and Mrs. Ray S. Lamb
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Logsdon
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Loomis
Ms. Deborah T. Lopez
Mr. Tom Luber
Ms. Alice J. Lucas
Ms. Molly Myers Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Mattei
Ms. Connie T. Mattingly
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Mattingly
Ms. Audrey McBride
Mr. and Mrs. Don C. Meade
Mrs. and Mr. Susan Means
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Merrick
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil E. Mingus
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Moorman
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth R. Mooser
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Mueller
Mrs. Stella and Mr. John Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Keith F. Overpeck
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Pike
Ms. Lauri Plis
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur A. Preher
Ms. Mary A. Quesenberry
Mrs. Amanda Reasor

Ms. Lydia Ann Redmond and Mr. Gordon 
Stiebling

Mrs. Roberta J. Reinert
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Riester
Mr. and Mrs. Larry W. Riley
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Sawicki
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Schaeffer
Mr. and Mrs. David Schuler
Mr. Joe Seitz
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Shaheen
Mr. Robert Showalter
Mr. and Mrs. Michael M. Shumway
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Simon
Mr. and Mrs. James U. Smith III
Dr. and Mr. Julie Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Snowden
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Sparks
Ms. Nellie Stallings
Mr. Doug Stegner
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Steltenpohl
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce S. Sterling
Mr. and Mrs. Homer A. Swindall
Mrs. Ann B. Thornberry
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Tierney
Mr. Jay Trumbo
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Vairin
Mr. Michael Vanegas
Mr. Kirk Wagner
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Weber
Dr. and Mrs. Craig C. Wetzelberger
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Wheeler
Mr. and Mrs. John J. White
Mr. Alvin Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Williams
Mr. Ralph A. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Winkler
Mrs. Mitzie Wittliff
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Wnorowski
Mr. and Ms. Steven J. Woeste
Mrs. Carolyn R. Wurth
Mr. Dennis A. Zamec

2020 Donors to St. Vincent de Paul Louisville

In February, we had an outbreak of COVID-19 at Ozanam 
Inn Men’s Shelter and the Open Hand Kitchen. More than 20 
clients tested positive over the course of two weeks. It started 
with one or two people reporting  testing positive. People who 
tested positive in the shelter went to the isolation hotel. We 
reported the positive cases to Louisville Metro Public Health 
and Wellness (LMPHW). LMPHW came out to do an 
environmental assessment of the shelter and make recommen-
dations. LMPHW suggested that we not fill any empty beds 
until we didn’t have any positive cases. LMPHW did testing 
in the shelter for 3 weeks. On the third week, we didn’t have 
any positive cases and were allowed to fill beds again. However, 
LMPHW suggested that we further reduce the number of beds 
to allow for social distancing. We now have a total capacity of 
50 overnight beds. Luckily, most staff at Ozanam had been vac-
cinated so we only had one positive staff member at Ozanam. 
Overall, this is the situation we’ve been dreading but LMPHW 
was easy to collaborate with and we had an excellent set of 

plans and procedures to follow. Everything went as smoothly as 
possible. 

St. Vincent de Paul Louisville collaborated with LMPHW 
to transport clients to the LouVax site at Broadbent Arena to 
get vaccinated on March 2. We transported 10 clients from 
Ozanam, the DV TH to RRH project, and Waypoint House. 
LMPHW allowed any 1A staff members who had not received 
their vaccine to go at that time as well and we were able to get 
several employees on the van who had issues with transportation 
or accessing an appointment. We have a follow up appointment 
for everyone to get their 2nd vaccination and are hoping to 
schedule additional transportation so that clients who were not 
vaccinated in the first round have another opportunity.

The Open Hand Kitchen also closed during the outbreak in 
February due to staff testing positive at that time. We had many 
partners who helped supply food to people at Ozanam Inn, 
Waypoint House and our DV Transitional Housing facility. 
Many thanks to Dare to Care, Little Caesars, and Fazoli’s.

COVID-19 Update


